Executive Council Resolution No. (14) of 2025

On Regulating Practice of Beekeeping Activity
in Ras Al Khaimah

We, Mohammed Bin Saud Bin Sagr Al Qasimi
Crown Prince of Ras Al Khaimah &

Chairman of the Executive Council

After perusal of Federal Law No. (24) of 1999 on

Environment Protection & Development, as

amended;
And Federal Decree No. (107) of 1999 on the

State’s Accession to Biodiversity Convention;

And Law No. (2) of 2007 on Environment
Protection & Development Authority in Ras Al
Khaimah, as amended;

And Law No. (7) of 2012 on Establishing Executive
Council of Ras Al Khaimah Emirate;

And Law No. (10) of 2021 on Competences of
Geographic Information Systems Center;

And Law No. (11) of 2023 on Regulating Surveying
Works in Ras Al Khaimah Emirate;

And Cabinet Resolution No. (49) of 2016 on Emirati
System for Control Over Honey;

And after approval of the Executive Council;
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promulgated the following Resolution:

Article (1)

In applying provisions of this Resolution, the
following words and phrases shall have the
meanings indicated opposite each of them, unless
the context of text requires otherwise:

Emirate: Ras Al Khaimah Emirate.

Authority: Environment Protection &
Development Authority.

Division: Veterinary Control & Services
Division in Ras Al Khaimah
Municipality Department.

Director General: Authority Director General.

Concerned Any government or private

Authorities: authority  related to  the
application of provisions of this
Resolution and other Legislations
related to bee care and handling
tools & products thereof.

Bee: An economic insect that is raised
to get its products, which it
produces from flowers nectar and
pollen and the secretions of some
plants.

Sect: Group of bees from different ages
gathered by one queen.

Beehive: The container prepared especially
to accommodate one bee sect to
get products thereof.
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Beekeeper:

Activity:

Bee Tools:

Season:

Carrying
Capacity:

Bee Pastures:

Nature Reserve:

Every natural or legal person who
is practicing the activity of raising
and caring for bee sects.

Each work related to care for and
exploit sects to get products
thereof or breed swarming or
pollinating crops.

All supplies used in building and
setting hives, accommodate sects
therein, protect, inspect and
extract their products and
preserve them.

The annual periods which the
Authority determines to practice
beekeeping activity.

The ratio of number of bee sects
to the number of trees and areas
of nectar plants in a specific
location.

Natural sites rich in plants and
trees that produce nectar and
pollen.

Each land or water body
characterized by special
environmental or  biological

properties with natural or cultural
value.

Article (2)

Authority Tasks

The Authority, in
shall undertake
Competences:

cooperation with the Division,
the following tasks and
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. General supervision on beekeeping activity in
the Emirate, works to protect and promote it
and develops the necessary plans and
programs and provide necessary advisory
services for it, in coordination with concerned
authorities.

. Issue environmental permits for natural and legal
persons to establish and register apiaries, after
verifying compliance with the stipulated
veterinary health conditions, environmental and
organizational requirements.

. Protect bee pastures and regulate exploiting
them in a way that ensures their sustainability
and preserve the natural resources associated
therewith.

. Determine the dates and methods of
preventing and treating bee diseases and pests
and state the authorized treatments and the
controls that must be observed in using them.

. Provide awareness and guidance to beekeepers
in the field of preventing and treating bee
diseases and pests.

. Preserve local bee breeds and pastures thereof
in cooperation with concerned authorities.

. Control and inspect apiaries and pastures,
including access thereto and taking necessary
samples to verify the veterinary health of the
bee, the quality of pastures and tools thereof
and water sources they rely on.

. Interfere  with  immediate  appropriate
measures upon existence of abandoned or
neglected apiaries that pose a serious epidemic
or environmental hazard to the bee residing
therein or other apiaries.
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The concerned authorities shall commit to
applying the provisions of legislations regulating
beekeeping, its pastures, handling of its tools and
products and its veterinary health, in coordination
and cooperation with the Authority.

Article (3)

Electronic Transactions

Electronic Government Authority, in coordination
with Municipality Department and the Authority,
shall undertake creating unified electronic system
with the Authority and updating the same
periodically and provide the necessary technical
support thereto in order to receive beekeepers
permit applications, register apiaries and complete
transactions associated thereto with the Authority
and concerned authorities. The Municipality
Department shall commit to including updated site
maps in the system, indicating the sites where the
establishment of apiaries is permitted and the
sites which permit thereof shall require prior
approval from the Department, provided that such
maps shall be available for viewing through the
system and contain accurate data about the sites,
their coordinates, areas and dimensions.

Article (4)

Apiary Registration and Activity Practice
Authorization

It is prohibited to establish or operate any apiary
or practice beekeeping activity unless it is
registered with the Authority and obtain prior
permit therefrom after meeting the conditions and
controls stipulated in this Resolution and
appendixes thereof and instructions issued in
implementation of it.
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Article (5)

Registration & Permit Procedures

Registration and permit application shall be
submitted through the electronic system
approved with the Authority, accompanied by the
documents and data specified by it, particularly
what is related to the location of the apiary,
number and types of the sects and confirmation
that they are free from diseases.

Article (6)

Beekeeper Obligations

The Beekeeper shall commit to the following:

1. Practice the activity within the limits of the
technical and  environmental controls
stipulated in this Resolution and appendixes
thereof.

2. Cooperate with the employees of the Authority
and Division and execute instructions issued
thereby in the field of applying provisions of
this Resolution.

3. Inform the Authority Immediately of any
suspected disease symptoms or pests
appearing inside the apiary or pose a threat to
bee sects along with taking preventive and
treatment measures according to the
instructions issued in this regard.

4. Notify the Authority of the beehives that have
been abandoned by their sects for any
environmental or biological reason.

5. Place a sign on the apiary that includes the
permit number and contact information.
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6. Label the beehives by the permit number using
the method determined by the Authority.

Article (7)

Prohibitions

It is prohibited for beekeepers to do the following:

1. Use pesticides or chemicals or biological
substances not intended for treating bee
diseases or pests inside the beehives.

2. Use chemical pesticides or antibiotics in
combating diseases or pests of bee during
plants flowering seasons.

3. Dispose of abandoned beehives without
notifying the Authority or in violation of the
instructions issued thereby.

4. Transfer beehives infected with any of the
epidemics from one location to another except
after obtaining prior permit from the Authority
and Division.

Article (8)

Fees

The Authority shall issue the environmental
permits stipulated in this Resolution, after
payment of the prescribed fees as follows.

1.Individuals: Fee of five hundred dirhams per
season, provided that the number of beehives
shall not exceed twenty-five beehives per
person.
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2.Commercial Establishments: Fee of two
thousand dirhams per season, provided that the
number of beehives shall not exceed one
hundred beehives in one site.

The Authority may, under a decision issued by the
Director General after the approval of its
President, amend the fees or determine the
maximum number of beehives, for which one fee
shall be paid, in accordance with the nature of the
provided services and environmental
considerations.

Article (9)

Sanctions

Without prejudice to any more severe penalty
stipulated by another law, the Authority may
impose one or more of the following sanctions on
anyone who violates the provisions of this
Resolution or appendices thereof.

1. Make written notice.

2. Financial penalty not exceeding ten thousand
dirhams and the penalty shall be doubled if the
same violation is repeated within a year from
the date of committing the previous violation.

3. Suspend the permit for a period not exceeding
one year.

4. Cancel the permit.

Article (10)

Executive Resolutions
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1. The attached appendices are considered as an
integral part of this Resolution and complete
provisions thereof.

2. The Director General has the authority to issue
the necessary instructions and decisions to
implement the provisions of this Resolution
and amend the appendices or add new ones
thereto whenever environmental conditions or
technical developments require that.

Article (11)

Regularization

Those who are practicing beekeeping activity in
the Emirate on the promulgation date of this
Resolution shall commit to regularizing their
conditions in accordance with provisions of it and
appendices thereof within a period not exceeding
six months from the date on which it comes into
force.

Article (12)

Publishing & Enforcing

This Resolution shall come into force from
promulgation date thereof and be published in the
Official Gazette

Mohammed Bin Saud Bin Saqr Al Qasimi

Crown Prince & Chairman of Executive Council

Promulgated by us on this day, the 25th of Rabi' al-Awwal
1447H,

corresponding to the 18th of September 2025G.
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Appendix No. (1) (1) p3) 3=k

Conditions for Managing and Operating Apiary driidg Jowiall 8yld] ool Akl

Upon establishing and managing the apiary,
beekeeper shall adhere to the following
conditions and controls:
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Establish the apiary in a site that is free from
insect pests, reptiles and harmful parasites
to bees and where there are diverse natural
pastures of nectar and pollen.

Obtain approval from the Authority before
entering apiaries into natural reserves.

Obtain approval of Municipality Department
before entering apiaries into government-
owned lands.

The apiary site shall be at least two
kilometers away from animal production
projects, natural reserves, bee attractants

stores, livestock and poultry pens,
unpleasant odors sources, ponds and
swamps.

The apiary site shall be at least five
kilometers away from sources of chemical
pollution, especially pesticide stores and
agricultural lands where agricultural
pesticides are used.

The apiary shall be located in an easily
accessible area and away from noise sources.

5.The apiary site shall be at least two
kilometers away from industrial areas,
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

populated residential areas and public

facilities.

Build the beehives at a suitable distance from
the site boundaries and surround the apiary
with a fence that is no less than two meters
height and no more than three meters
height, ensuring that bees fly way is at least
two meters height when crossing
neighboring farms.

The number of bee colonies or permanent
beehives shall be appropriate to the area
allocated for the activity on the site,
provided that it shall not exceed twenty-five
beehives for every one thousand square
meters.

Notify farms located within one kilometer
diameter circle of the existence of apiaries
for beekeeping, to enable them to take
precautionary measures when necessary.

Commercial projects with  extensive
production shall be supervised by qualified
technical cadres and specialized in
beekeeping, who have practical experience,
along with availability of sufficient number of
skilled workers or beekeepers.

The source of purchasing bees shall be
approved by the Ministry of Climate Change
and Environment and the imported bees
shall be subject to veterinary quarantine
procedures and health requirements
stipulated in the applicable legislation,
related to the breeds allowed to be imported
and their safety from diseases.

Availability of the official documents of
previous purchase orders, health certificates
issued from the country of origin and
laboratory test results proving the samples
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14.

15.

16.

are free from diseases, to be submitted upon
request.

The purchase documents shall include
detailed information regarding the number
of imported bee swarms, their type, strain,
and the date of receipt.

Leave a gap of no less than two kilometers
among neighboring apiaries, to limit
competition among bees for flowering areas.

Availability  of  lightweight = movable
sunshades at appropriate height to protect
the hives from thermal stress during summer
months and block night lighting from outside
the site, with the possibility of removing
them in winter to ensure the hives receive
sufficient sunlight.
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Appendix No. (2)

Measures That Must Be Taken To Protect
Bee Pastures

Both beekeepers and farmers shall commit to
taking the necessary measures to protect the bee
pastures and preserve the ecosystem associated
thereto, as follows.

1. Refrain from using agricultural pesticides
except in cases of extreme necessity, along
with forbidding spraying them during the
flowering periods and if it is not possible to
postpone spraying, the use thereof shall be
limited to ephemeral pesticides or those with
limited impact on bee sects.

2. Encourage cultivating nectary plants, in
support of biodiversity and achieving the
economic and environmental benefits that
benefit the beekeeping sector.

3. Enhance methods of biological and
mechanical control for agricultural pests,
which reduce reliance on chemical pesticides
that harm bees and environment.

4. Farmers' commitment to advance
coordination with beekeepers before carrying
out any spraying or agricultural dusting
operations, in order to enable them to take
the necessary preventive measures to protect
the bees, in accordance with the guidelines
and instructions issued by the competent
authority.

5. Prohibit using systemic pesticides that have
long-lasting effects or cause long term toxic
effects on bee sects.
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6. Limit agricultural spraying operations to the
times when bees are inactive, while
considering wind direction and speed,
ensuring that bees are not exposed to
pesticides directly or indirectly.

7. Refrain from using toxic chemical herbicides in
areas surrounding bee pastures and replace
them with safer alternative methods, such as
manual plowing or removal, to maintain the
safety of bee sects and the surrounding
ecological balance.

8. Prohibit grazing in natural pastures before the
beginning of wild plant flowering stage, in
order to maintain ecological balance and the
sustainability of bee life cycle.

9. Protect water sources adjacent to apiaries
from chemical or organic pollution and
provide safe water that meets the vital needs
of bee sects.

10.Take precautionary measures in places where
bee attractants are stored, especially
warehouses designated for sugary substances
and liquids, to ensure preventing bees from
reaching them or perish as a result of
exposure thereto.
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Appendix No. (3)

Bee Breeding Tools & Requirements

The following environmental and technical
requirements should be met in bee breeding
tools and requirements:

1. Thetools shall be made of safe materials that
do not cause direct or indirect harm to bee
sects or the surrounding environment.

2. They shall be free from residues of chemical
pesticides or antibiotics or any other
pollutants that may negatively affect bee
health, the quality of products thereof or
disrupt environmental safety.

3. They shall be transferred by clean means,
equipped with adequate safeguards to
ensure that the tools shall not be
contaminated or exposed to harmful
environmental factors during transferring.

4. They shall be stored in suitable places, well-
ventilated and protected from moisture and
chemical or biological contaminants,
ensuring the preservation of their technical
characteristics and health safety.

5. They shall be manufactured or purchased
from suppliers licensed and accredited with
the concerned authorities.
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